CHAPTER   II

THE CAPITAL

A ROUND the London of 1660 there were
JLJL still walls, thirty-five feet high in some
places, with bastions and gates such as King Hal
had ridden through as he went out to Agincourt.
But the suburbs had long outgrown the city's
medieval confines and were spreading tentacles
in every direction over the fields. At the Re-
storation, London housed anything from half
a million to six hundred thousand, or about a
tenth of the total population of the kingdom,
and stretched from Westminster to All Hallows,
Barking, and from Shoreditch to St. George's
Fields. But there were as yet no buildings north
of St, James's Park or west of St. Martin's; St.
Giles was still in the fields, and grass meadows
fringed the inns along the northern side of
Holborn; Southwark was bordered by marshy
dikes, and Kensington, Islington and Hackney
were country villages. Less than half a century
later the population numbered a million, and
the houses stretched from Blackwall to Chelsea.
Throughout Charles IFs reign, despite the de-
struction wrought by the fire, "this great and